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Hall project nearly completed 

January 

2018 

HALL PROJECT HALL PROJECT HALL PROJECT ———   777 sub-projects   
 

√ 1.   Re-sheet and insulate roof plus sub-floor con-

servation work (completed 2013; $40,490 NSW Communi-

ty Building Partnership and Australian Community Heritage 

funds , Quota donation plus VIK and SOA funds)  

√  2.   Install solar panels (Feb 2016 $19,295; grant 

Vincent Fairfax Family Foundation, Federal subsidy, dona-

tion Narooma Rotary) 

√  3.  Install fire detection systems to Australian 

Standards and extra signs (completed Oct 2016; 

$19,106 NSW Heritage Near Me grant and SOA) 

√  4.   Renovate /upgrade downstairs bathrooms 

and hallway in ‘art deco’ / ‘picture palace’ theme 
(completed Dec 2016; $81,428. NSW Heritage Near Me 

grant plus VIK and SOA funds ) 

√  5.   Construct awning north-east corner 

(completed April 2017; $44,285 — NSW Heritage Near Me 

and NSW War Memorials grants plus VIK and SOA funds ) 

√  6. Repair/repaint hall exterior and restore granite 

plaques (completed July 2017; $39,400. NSW War Memori-

als grant plus VIK and SOA funds ) 

√7.  Create wing space both sides of stage, refur-

bish dressing rooms (to be completed Jan 2018; est. cost 

$75,000, Grant from Arts NSW Regional Capital Fund, Aus-

tralian Government Stronger Communities Program, VIK) 

 
 

TOTAL HALL PROJECT COST        
approx. $325,000 (net GST)  

W e now have two new dressing rooms at 
the Kinema for actors and musicians 

and more wing space on one side of the 
stage, but completion of  the final construc-
tion work on the stage is held up until after 
the school holidays. 

 Our builder Harvey Shears had diffi-
culty getting bricklayers in the run up to 
Christmas, and was also frustrated by the 
heavy rain in December.  

 So now completing the infill at the 
back of the Hall to create extra wing space 
that side of the stage (with store room under-
neath) has to wait until after the holidays. 
That’s because screenings are seven days a 
week through the holiday period thereby pre-
venting access for any internal building work. 

 Slightly Twisted Productions put on a 
great concert in the Kinema on 11 November  
– the Chris Keeble production The Songs & 
Tales of Angry Young Men. They were the 

School of Arts’ Studios open 
 

T he cottage is now being managed by a 
sub-committee of the School of Arts, fol-

lowing MACS’ move out to the Men’s Shed 
in the industrial area. This opens up exciting 
opportunities for its future use and will fur-
ther enhance our local arts scene. 
 The cottage, now called the School 
of Arts’ Studios, is available for casual and 
regular bookings by groups and individuals 
for arts, cultural and educational activities, 
including classes and workshops.  

Inquiries and bookings: 

Ring 0431 486 617 or 4476 8047  
Email: studiobookings@naroomaschoolofarts.com.au 

Or write: Studio Bookings, Narooma School 
of Arts, PO Box 379, Narooma NSW 2546 

The main dressing room, left, in what was formerly the ‘Old Men’s Toilets’ features Hollywood style lights and big 
mirrors. Our builder Harvey Shears, left, with Hall lessee Janette Griffiths and School of Arts committee member 
Jenni Bourke. The new awning with improved pavement and drainage, right, is proving a huge success. 

first to use the new main dressing room. It 
was also good to see people lined up for the 
show overflowing out under the new awning. 
 All our hard work over the past our 
years in bringing this Project together to up-
grade and enhance the Memorial Hall is 
paying off with the Hall now working better 
as a venue and providing improved amenity 
for our patrons and performers.  

 The Project has been largely funded 
by three NSW Government grants ($197,439) 

and one Federal Government grant ($18,000). 

mailto:studiobookings@naroomaschoolofarts.com.au


Membership fees are now due     

N arooma is in the extraordinary position of our community owning and managing land and buildings dedicated for 
the arts, valued at over $2m — the School of Arts Memorial Hall (Kinema), School of Arts’ Studios and the 

SoART Gallery. 

 They’re held in trust for the community by Narooma School of Arts & Soldiers' War Memorial Hall Inc and 
managed by a voluntary committee. The Hall is leased to John and Janette Griffiths to operate as twin cinemas and 
as a venue for the performing arts. 

 It’s vital our community keeps the organisation vibrant to ensure we continue to own, manage and enhance 
these wonderful community assets. Membership is open to everyone. If you are already a member, please renew 
your membership each year (form with this newsletter). If you are not already a member, please consider joining.   

 Membership forms can be downloaded from the webpage (naroomaschoolofarts.com.au) or picked up from the 
Studios or the Kinema.   
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Other School of Arts work on Kinema.  

 A new waterfall curtain will be in-
stalled in April by Jands who made the pre-
vious curtain (installed 1998). This follows 
an unfortunate accident in April last year 
when the curtain was ripped to such an 
extent any repair would have been quite 
visible. Our insurance will cover it.  

 Jands said obtaining a similar 
fringe to what we had would be difficult, so 
resourceful School of Arts committee 
members unpicked the old fringe which 
Jands will sew onto the new curtain.  Un-
fortunately replacing some of the mecha-
nism for raising and lowering the curtain 
was not claimable on insurance, so the 
School of Arts will have to bear that cost.  

 Other Hall improvements the management 
committee is working on include a basic stage light-
ing system with the assistance of lighting consultant 
Cynthia Jolley-Rogers of Energy Action (VIK), and 
curtains or legs for the wings with advice from peo-
ple from Canberra Rep (VIK). 

 EXHIBITIONS       
at SoART Gallery 

 

12-19 January : Form & Fire  by  Samantha McLeod 
of Tumbarumba. Opening Friday 12 January 7pm. 

25-30 January:  A Colourful Life  by Trevor Smith. 
Opening Thursday 25 January 6pm. 

29 March – 3 April (Easter): Art for Art’s Sake with 
Marg Ingamells and Felicity Townsend 

19-29 April : FIGURATIVELY SPEAKING  -  All artists 
are invited to take part (see opposite). Opening Fri-
day 20th 5.30pm.  

5-16 May: Marg Hansen  Fibre Exhibition  

16 May -2 June:  RIVER OF ART 2018 ART PRIZE 

On the new Arts and Community Centre 

 Consideration of this major project is again 
under discussion with approaches being made to 
potential users. The aim is to provide workshops 
and spaces that can be used by arts and a range of 
community groups. 

Our unpickers gather up the old fringe which was then posted to Jands  — 
Joy Macfarlane, Anne McCusker, Ingeborg Baker and Marg Ingamells. 


